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Augmentative Communication: 
A Selected Bibliography 

 
Contributed by Beverly Vicker 

 
(BBB Autism; printable article #51) 
 
The following bibliography presents an array of possible sources of information and ideas. Although some of the materials 
may be available from the Indiana Institute on Disability and Community, others may need to be borrowed through local 
interlibrary loan.  
 
An asterisk (*) denotes material available from the Center for Disability Information and Referral (CeDIR), Indiana 
Institute on Disability and Community at (812) 855-9396 (voice/TT). Materials are only available for checkout by Indiana 
residents.  
 
If you are unable to obtain articles through your local library system, a copy may be obtained through the Indiana 
Resource Center for Autism. Articles are available at a cost of 10 cents per page. Call (812) 855-6508 for further 
information. 
 
The listing below of specific books, journal articles, book chapters, and videos does not constitute endorsement by 
Indiana University, the Indiana Institute on Disability and Community, or the Indiana Resource Center for Autism. 
 
 

Books, Monographs, and Topical Issues of Journals 
 

 Acredolo, L., & Goodwyn, S. (1996). Baby signs. Chicago, IL: Contemporary Books. * 
 Baumgart, D., Johnson, J., & Helmstetter, E. (1990). Augmentative and alternative communication 

systems for persons with moderate and severe disabilities. Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes Publishing 
Company.* 

 Beukelman, D. (Ed.). (1992). [Topical issue]. Seminars in Speech and Language, 13(2). 
 Beukelman, D., & Miranda, P. (1998). Augmentative and alternative communication: Management of 

severe communication disorders in children and adults (2nd ed.). Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes Publishing 
Company.* 

 Bornstein, H., Saulnier, K. L., & Hamilton, L. B. (Eds.). (1983). Comprehensive signed English dictionary. 
Washington, DC: Gallaudet Press.* 

 Bornstein, H., & Saulnier, K. L. (1987). The signed English schoolbook. Washington, DC: Kendall Green 
Publications. 

 Bornstein, H., & Saulnier, K. L. (1984). The signed English starter. Washington, DC: Gallaudet Press.* 
 Downing, J. E. (1999). Teaching communication skills to students with severe disabilities. Baltimore, 

MD: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Company.* 
 Dunn, M. L. (1982). Pre-sign language motor skills: Skill starters for motor development. Tucson, AZ: 

Communication Skill Builders.* 
 Elder, P., & Goossens', C. (1994). Engineering training environments for interactive, augmentative 

communication: Strategies for adolescents and adults who are moderately/ severely developmentally 
delayed. Birmingham, AL: Southeast Augmentative Communication Conference Publications.* 

 Frost, L. A., & Bondy, A. S. (1994). PECS, the Picture Exchange Communication System: Training 
manual. Cherry Hill, NJ: Pyramid Educational Consultants, Inc.* 



 BBB AUTISM SUPPORT NETWORK 
www.bbbautism.com 

 

My Documents/printable_articles/article_51_augmentative_communication 
5/10/2002 

2

 Goossens', C., Crain, S., & Elder, P. (1992). Engineering the preschool environment for interactive 
symbol communication: 18 months to 5 years developmentally. Birmingham, AL: Southeast Augmentative 
Communication Conference Publications.* 

 Glennen, S., & DeCoste, D. (1997). The handbook of augmentative and alternative communication. San 
Diego, CA: Singular Publishing Group. 

 Johnson, J. M., Baumgart, D., Helmstetter, E., & Curry, C. (1996). Augmenting basic communication in 
natural contexts. Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Company.* 

 King, T. W. (1999). Assistive technology: Essential human factors. Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.* 
 Light, J. C., & Binger, C. (1998). Building communicative competence with individuals who use 

augmentative and alternative communication. Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Company.  
 Lloyd, L., Fuller, D., & Arvidson, H. (Eds.). (1997). Augmentative and alternative communication: A 

handbook of principles and practices. Needham Heights, MA: Allyn & Bacon. 
 McCarthy, C. F., McLean, L., Miller, J., Paul-Brown, D, Romski, M.A., Rourk, J. D., & Yoder, D. E. (1998). 

Communication supports checklist for serving individuals with severe disabilities. Baltimore, MD: Paul 
Brookes Publishing.* 

 Montgomery, J. (Ed.). (1987). Applications of augmentative communication in schools and clinics 
[Topical issue]. Seminars in Speech and Language, 8(2).  

 Riekehof, L. L. (1978). The joy of signing. Springfield, MO: Gospel  Publishing House.* 
 Romski, M. A., & Sevick, R. A. (1996). Breaking the speech barrier: Language development through 

augmented means. Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Company.* 
 Siegel-Causey, E., & Guess, D. (1989). Enhancing nonsymbolic communication interactions among 

learners with severe disabilities. Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Company.* 
 Skelly, M. (1979). Amer-Ind gestural code based on universal American Indian hand talk. New York, 

NY: Elsevier. 
 Tennant, R. A., & Brown, M.G. (1998). The American Sign Language handshape dictionary. San Diego, CA: 

Sign Enhancers, Inc. 
 Vicker, B. (1996). Using tangible symbols for communication purposes: An optional step in building 

the two-way communication process. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University, Institute for the Study of 
Developmental Disabilities.* 

 
Articles and Book Chapters 

 
 Alm, N. (1993). The development of augmentative and alternative communication systems to assist 

with social communication. Technology and Disability, 2(3), 1- 18. 
 Beukelman, D., McGinnis, J., & Morrow, D. (1991). Vocabulary selection in augmentative and alternative 

communication. AAC: Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 7(3), 171-185. 
 Blischak, D. M. (1994). Phonological awareness: Implications for individuals with little or no functional 

speech. AAC: Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 10(4), 245-254. 
 Calculator, S. (1999). AAC outcomes for children and youths with severe disabilities: When seeing is 

believing. AAC: Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 15(1), 4-12. 
 Calculator, S., & Jorgensen, C. (1991). Integrating AAC instruction into regular education settings: 

Expounding on best practices. AAC: Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 7(3), 204-214. 
 Dowden, P. A., & Marriner, N. A. (1995). Augmentative and alternative communication: Treatment 

principles and strategies. Seminars in Speech and Language, 16(2), 140-157. 
 Light, J. (1997). "Communication is the essence of human life": Reflections on communicative 

competence. AAC: Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 13(2), 61-70.  
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 Light, J., DaHilo, J., English, J., Gutierrez, L., & Hartz, J. (1992). Instructing facilitators to support the 
communication of people who use augmentative communication systems. Journal of Speech and Hearing 
Research, 35(4), 865-875. 

 Kangas, K., & Lloyd, L. (1988). Early cognitive skills as prerequisites to augmentative and alternative 
communication use: What are we waiting for? AAC: Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 4(3), 211-
221. 

 McLean, J., McLean, L., Brady, N., & Etter, R. (1991). Communication profiles of two types of gestures 
using nonverbal persons with severe to profound mental retardation. Journal of Speech and Hearing 
Research, 34(2), 294-308. 

 Mirenda, P. (1985). Designing pictorial communication systems for physically able bodied students 
with severe handicaps. AAC: Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 1(1), 58-64. 

 Mirenda, P. (1996). Sheltered employment and augmentative communication: An oxymoron? AAC: 
Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 12(3), 193-197. 

 Mirenda, P. (1992). School to post school transition planning for augmentative and alternative 
communication users. Seminars in Speech and Language, 13(2), 130- 142. 

 Mirenda, P. (1997). Supporting individuals with challenging behaviors through functional 
communication training and AAC: Research review. AAC: Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 13(4), 
207-225. 

 Oxley, J. D., & Norris, J. A. (2000). Children's use of memory strategies: Relevance to voice output 
communication aid use. AAC: Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 16(2), 79-94. 

 Paul, R. (1997). Facilitating transitions in language development for children using AAC. AAC: 
Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 13(3), 141-148. 

 Reichle, J., York, J., & Eynon, D. (1989). Influence of indicating preferences for initiating, maintaining, 
and terminating interactions. In F. Brown & D. Lehr (Eds.), Persons with profound disabilities: Issues and 
practices (pp. 191-211). Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes Publishing. 

 Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (2000). Tangible symbols, tangible outcomes. AAC: Augmentative and 
Alternative Communication, 16(2), 61-78. 

 Sigafoos, J. (1999). Creating opportunities for augmentative and alternative communication: 
Strategies for involving people with developmental disabilities. AAC: Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication, 15(3), 183-190. 

 Spragale, D., & Micueci, D. (1990). Signs of the week: A functional approach to manual sign training. 
AAC: Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 6(1), 29-37. 

 Stephenson, J., & Linfoot, K. (1996). Pictures as communication symbols for students with severe 
intellectual disability. AAC: Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 12(4), 244-255. 

 Trepagnier, C. (1995). Design goals for augmentative communication. Communication Outlook, 17(1), 12- 
21. 

 
Videos 

 
 Frost, L., & Bondy, A. (1998). An introduction to PECS: The Picture Exchange Communication System. 

[video recording]. Newark, DE: Pyramid Educational Consultants.* 
 McLean, J., Sack, S., McLean, L., O'Connor, A., & Simmons, S. (1990). Developing communicative 

interactions [training videos and manuals]. Parsons, KS: University of Kansas, Bureau of Child Research. * 
 Mecca, A., & Vicker B. (1988). Teaching non-traditional communicative behavior [video recording]. 

Bloomington, IN: Indiana University, Institute for the Study of Developmental Disabilities.* 
 National Center to Improve Practice. (1994). Welcome to my preschool: Communicating with technology. 

[video recording]. Newton, MA: Author.* 
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 Rouse, C., & Katera (1997). How to set up your home to help the nonverbal child. [video recording]. 
Solana Beach, CA: Mayer-Johnson Company.* 

 Rowland, C., & Schweigert, P. (1996). Tangible symbol systems [video recording]. San Antonio, TX: 
Communication Skill Builders.* 

 Savner, J. (1996). Visual supports in the classroom. [video recording]. Shawnee Mission, KS: Autism/ 
Asperger Syndrome Publishing Company. 

 Vicker, B. (1991). We like eating out too: The use of communication in the community [video recording 
and manual]. Bloomington, IN: 

      Indiana University, Institute for the Study of Developmental 
      Disabilities.* 
 

Miscellaneous Materials 
 

 Elder, P., & Goossens', C. (1996). Communication overlays for engineering training environments, 
Books I-IV (for adolescents and adults). Birmingham, AL: Southeast Augmentative Communication Conference 
Publications.* 

 Ely, S. (2000). What is assistive technology: A basic guide for individuals with disabilities and their 
families (Rev. ed.). Bloomington, IN: Indiana Institute on Disability and Community.* 

 Goossens', C., Crain, S., & Elder, P. (1994). Communication displays for engineered preschool 
environments, Books I-II. Birmingham, AL: Southeast Augmentative Communication Conference Publications.* 

 Hodgdon, J. (1999). Solving behavior problems in autism: Improving communication with visual 
strategies. Troy, MI: QuickRoberts Publishing.* 

 Hodgdon, J. (1995). Visual strategies for improving communication (Vol. 1): Practical supports for 
school and home. Troy, MI: QuickRoberts Publishing.* 

 Musselwhite, C. (1991). Mini-grants and volunteers: Developing support for augmentative 
communication programs. Birmingham, AL: Southeast Augmentative Communication Conference Publications.* 

 Rouse, C., & Katera. (1999). Ideas for using classroom materials to teach academics to nonverbal 
children. Solana Beach, CA: Mayer-Johnson Company.* 

 Rouse, C., & Katera. (1997). Quick and easy: Ideas and materials to help the nonverbal child "talk" at 
home. Solana Beach, CA: Mayer-Johnson Company.* 

 Website for resource materials maintained by University of Nebraska - Lincoln, Barkley AAC Center, 
http://www.aac.unl.edu/ 

 
Reprinted with permission from the Indiana Resource Center for Autism 

http://www.iidc.indiana.edu/~irca/ftrainpapers.html 
 
 

A notice to our readers... 

The founders and contributors of BBB Autism Support Network are not physicians; we are parents contributing in a totally 
voluntary capacity. 

This article may reference books, other articles and websites that may be of interest to the reader.  The editor makes no presentation 
or warranty with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the information contained on any of these websites, articles or in the 
books, and specifically disclaims any liability for any information contained on, or omissions from, these articles books or websites.  
Reference to them herein shall not be construed to be an endorsement of these web sites or books or of the information contained 
thereon, by the editor. 
Information on PDD/ASD can quickly become outdated.  If any of the information in this document proves to be inaccurate when you 
research it, kindly informing us by emailing: liz@deaknet.com.  Thanks for your help and support. 


